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Mendocino County Fallen Vietnam War Veterans 

 

The year 2015 is the 50th anniversary of the beach landing of the first American ground combat 

unit, U.S. Marines of the 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade, in March 1965 at Da Nang and the 

official start of the Vietnam War. It also marks the 40th anniversary of the Saigon Government 

surrender in late April 1975. Prior to the Marines landing, the first bombing of North Vietnam 

occurred when 64 US Navy aircraft bombed the oil storage and port facilities at Vinh, just north 

of the DMZ at 11:00 am, August 5, 1964. On that day, the US actually entered the Vietnam War.  

In the early 1960’s, the idealistic expectation that our American military would prevail was 

generally accepted as part of the common national outlook as America sent her young men off 

to Vietnam. Most of us who grew up during those years watched black and white TV, watching 

the regular war shows like “Combat”, “Twelve O’Clock High” and “The Gallant Men.” We all 

knew the main actors would all safely come back the following week in a new episode. Although 

everyone knew war couldn’t be like that, we just came to accept it anyway; the soldiers and 

airmen who were brave and of good character always prevailed. 

We soon learned a cold hard truth about war; as our gallant young men, brave and of good 

character, became missing in action or killed in action. Eventually, Mendocino County lost 22 

young men who made the ultimate sacrifice during the Vietnam War. 

In rural Mendocino County, the news traveled mostly by word of mouth, when someone would 

mention the name of a “local boy” and his hometown, who was” killed somewhere in Vietnam.” 

Usually no one could answer the question that followed: “What happened to him?”  
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WHERE THE 22 SERVICEMEN SERVED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
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DANIEL G DAWSON 
Fort Bragg

 

US Army First Lieutenant Daniel “Danny” George 

Dawson was the first casualty from Mendocino 

County.  He was an airplane pilot of a small, unarmed, 

fixed wing Cessna O-1F, pilots called a “Bird Dog.”  He 

was serving with the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion 

(slogan: “First in Vietnam”), US Army Support 

Command Vietnam, Military Assistance Command 

Vietnam (MACV) flying reconnaissance missions for 

the South Vietnamese military.   

He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for 

outstanding flying ability and heroic conduct. The 

citation reads: “(During July 10 - 12, 1964), First 

Lieutenant Dawson was flying an observation mission 

for two Ranger Battalions when two Vietnam Air 

Force aircraft became disoriented and began making strikes on their own friendly troops. 

Despite the gunfire from the two fighter planes and the intense ground fire from the nearby 

Viet Cong forces, he bravely placed his aircraft between the striking planes and the friendly 

troops, circling the friendly positions at low altitude until the striking aircraft left the area. 

During later operations, he continued to display his determination and complete disregard 

for his own safety by directing armed helicopters and fighter aircraft into Viet Cong 

positions, by directing artillery adjustments and by directing medical evacuations.”  

November 6, 1964. 1LT Dawson took off on a visual 

reconnaissance mission 6 kilometers southwest of Phuoc Vinh 

Airfield in Binh Duong Province.  He had a South Vietnam 

Army (ARVN) Second Lieutenant Observer with him as a 

passenger. The aircraft radioed after taking off and was never 

to be heard from or seen again. Search efforts were conducted 

and failed to locate the crashed aircraft or the crew. 1LT 

Dawson was declared Missing in Action (MIA).  

A March 12, 1965 article in Life Magazine, “Perilous Search for a Lost Brother,” described a 

brother’s love, as civilian Donald Dawson left his job, wife and four children in Costa Mesa, 

California to go search for his missing brother in Vietnam. He did not accept the Army’s 

explanation of what had happened to his brother. He sold everything he could for passage 

and left his wife with $20. The article noted, “He took tremendous risks looking for his 

brother in Viet Cong controlled areas, defying capture and death, while steadfastly seeking 

any clues to the whereabouts of his brother Daniel.” 

 
Cessna 0-1 “Bird Dog” 
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Donald’s search for his brother is described in Honor Bound: 

American Prisoners of War in Southeast Asia, 1961-1973 by Stuart 

Rochester and Frederick Kiley. “For the first three months of 

1965, Dawson prowled the countryside north and northeast of 

Saigon distributing his leaflets, seeking new clues to his brother’s 

disappearance, and subjecting himself to miserable living 

conditions and great danger.  Carrying a carbine, two pistols, a 

knife and hand grenades, and accompanied by a small, fiercely 

loyal shepherd dog, Dawson went from village from village to 

village on foot, by bus, or sampan, sometimes even by helicopter.   

Several times he walked through Viet Cong roadblocks, trudging 

past the puzzled insurgents before they had time even to react.”   

His wife received a letter written from Donald the day before Easter in Vietnam. He wrote 

that he knew where the plane had crashed and that he knew where Danny was. He said he 

was about to enter the jungle on Easter Sunday and he hoped to be back in a week or 10 

days. “I know where Danny is now,” he wrote, “and I can’t turn my back on him and leave 

him in the jungle.” 

On April 1, 1965, the Viet Cong finally captured Donald.  His loyal 

shepherd dog was shot and killed when she bit one of the VC men  

while she was trying to protect her master. They then marched the 

blindfolded Dawson and Interpreter to their camp where they 

cooked and ate the dog. After looking into Dawson’s story for why 

he was there and it checked out, a VC Lieutenant informed 

Dawson, “…that his brother was in fact dead, killed while making a 

low pass when ground gunners fired several shots into the 

aircraft. The officer said that one bullet had passed through the 

flier’s body, and that both he and his observer were buried near 

the site where the plane had crashed and burned.” 

The VC continued to hold Donald as prisoner for four months and then 

finally released him in August. Honor Bound authors Stuart Rochester 

and Frederick Kiley write, “He emerged from the jungle clinging to his 

brother’s flight vest, having been ordered by the Viet Cong to go home. 

Donald never found his brother or his grave, but was assured by the Viet 

Cong that 1LT Dawson was dead.”  

After the fall of Saigon in 1975, civilian Donald Dawson returned twice to 

search for his brother’s grave in order to bring him home but failed to 

locate it.  Civilian Donald Dawson is officially listed by the Defense 

Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office as having been a Vietnam 

Prisoner of War (POW).  

 
Civilian 

Donald Dawson 
in Vietnam 

 

 

Life Magazine 
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Captain Daniel Dawson is officially listed by the Defense 

Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office as Missing in Action 

(MIA) as of November 6, 1964. He was promoted to Captain 

posthumously, and was declared deceased on November 7, 

1965, (killed in action, body not recovered).  
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Petty Officer Third Class Robert Michael Lathrope of Willits and Lance Corporal Ronald 

Lamon Wafford of Ukiah were the next two casualties.  They died in the same incident.  

 

ROBERT M LATHROPE 
Willits

 
 

Petty Officer Third Class Robert “Mike” Lathrope was a 

construction worker (Builder), serving with the US 

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Nine, Third Naval 

Construction Brigade, Military Assistance Command 

Vietnam, “Seabees” stationed in Da Nang.  

He was involved in building a base from the “ground 

up.” It consisted of their base camp, hospital, mess hall, 

and Marine barracks. Upon their arrival there was only 

sand surrounded by mountains. The “Fightin’ Seabees” 

worked construction during the day and at night 

watched for sniping and infiltration 

attacks by the Viet Cong.  The base 

camp newsletter was called “The 

Bee Line” and commented at the 

time – “Marines and Seabees, working and fighting together, side by side 

and sometimes with each other. When we are overseas, we are always on 

duty.”  

 

  

Prior to boarding the Marine C-130 
Hercules in background 

(Mike, center) 
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RONALD L WAFFORD 
Ukiah

 
 

Lance Corporal Ronald “Ronnie” Lamon Wafford was 

an automotive mechanic with the Marine Fighter 

Attack Squadron 513 (Flying Nightmares), of the 

Marine Aircraft Group 11. The Marine F-4s assigned 

to it provided close air support for Marines, 

helicopter escort support and radar-directed 

bombing into North Vietnam and Laos. 

 

Ron graduated from Ukiah High School in 1963 and 

joined the Marines soon afterwards. After recruit 

training in San Diego, California, he received 

maintenance training at 29 Palms, California. He left 

San Diego by ship on September 10, 1964, bound for 

Japan and then on to Vietnam.  Newspapers at home 

reported that early into his tour in Vietnam he had 

received recognition for bravery “in connection with the rescue of a 

woman from a burning Saigon building.” His personnel file lists a 

Letter of Commendation approved by the Commanding General, 1st 

Marine Aircraft Wing on April 19, 1965.  

Beginning on June 13, 1965, LCpl Wafford participated in 

“Counterinsurgency Operations” in Vietnam and on June 27, 1965 was 

awarded the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal.  

 

August 24, 1965. PO3 Lathrope and LCpl Wafford had been on Rest and Relaxation (R&R) 

leave in Hong Kong for a week and were on board for the return flight back to Da Nang Air 

Base, 380 miles north of Saigon on a US Marine Corps C-130 transport plane. According to 

accident investigation reports, “Shortly after lifting off the runway, the number one engine 

was giving only partial power. Twice the pilot radioed ‘Mayday!!!’ The airplane veered left, 

sheering off the left wing. The disabled aircraft plunged, bounced on the surface, and crashed 

again nose-first into the sea just meters from a Kwun Tong land reclamation site. More than 

200 workmen at the site watched in horror as the plane crashed down and sank. Fuel gushed 

from the maimed fuselage and two explosions ignited the wreck and part of the bay into a 

blazing petrol fire. As the thick smoke billowed a thousand feet into the air, reclamation 

workers rushed to help; diving into the bay, commandeering small boats, and even using 

bamboo poles and wooden planks to pull survivors from the water. Their heroic efforts 

rescued just 13 men, of the 65 passengers and 6 crewmen.” Over a year later, President 

Lyndon Johnson and White House Advisor Walt Rostow wrote personal letters of 
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commendation and thanks to 23 of these local barge workers.  Six additional Marines were 

supposed to be on the flight but were late getting to the airport and did not board.   

The Seabees and Marines on a C-130 Hercules Transport flight from Hong Kong to Vietnam 

are together forever in history.  

Remembrance by Diane Ford (Mike’s sister):  “Although this is the 50th anniversary of Mike’s 

death, it seems just like yesterday. Mike, I didn’t get to see you age – you are forever young. You 

gave the ultimate sacrifice, so we could live free. For that Cliff and I are eternally grateful.” 

Mike is resting in the Willits Cemetery in Willits, CA.   

 

Ronnie is resting in the Ukiah Cemetery in Ukiah, CA. 
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EDMUND H FRENYEA 

Ukiah
 

 
Master Chief Petty Officer Edmund Henry Frenyea 

was the fourth casualty.  He was a Master Chief 

Aircraft Maintenance/US Navy and was serving in 

the Air Anti-Submarine Squadron 35, on the USS 

HORNET (CVA-12).  

Edmund was one of four crewmen on a S-2 Tracker, 

often referred to as a “Stoof,” that was designed 

primarily as an anti-submarine prop aircraft. While 

there was no submarine threat, the Stoofs were used 

to provide air cover for surface ships in the Gulf of 

Tonkin. When a ship suspected its position was 

being probed by enemy boats during the night or 

early mornings it would send 

out the Stoofs. “They would fly 

out over targets and drop a 

parachute retarded flare at about 10,000 feet and then circle back over 

the area at 300 feet and investigate. If the target was unfriendly then 

the S2 would engage it and destroy it. There was a certain amount of 

risk involved with these operations, as the Vietnamese PT boats had 

radar that enabled them to strike with no visual contact.”  

January 22, 1966.  “In the dead of night on January 22, 1966, a Stoof launched from the USS 

HORNET with Pilot William S. Forman and crew members Edwin B. Templin, Robert R. 

Sennett and Edmund H. Frenyea. Their mission was to investigate an unidentified bogie. 

Their progress was under the advisory control of the USS BERKELEY, and no unusual 

circumstances were reported.” 

“About 6:45 AM the USS BERKELEY reminded the crew 

that their mission should be concluded shortly and they 

should return to the USS HORNET. Receipt of this 

information was acknowledged and it was reported that 

they had a surface contact and would investigate before 

departing the area.” 

“Shortly thereafter, the aircraft disappeared from the 

radar scope of the USS BERKELEY. Their last known 

location according to coordinates was in the Gulf of Tonkin 

about half way between the coastal city of Thanh Hoa, North Vietnam and the Chinese island 

of Hai Nan. Within a few hours of the disappearance, Radio Hanoi reported that an aircraft 

 
S-2 Tracker “Stoof” 
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had been shot down near Bach Long Vi Island, North Vietnam. The last known location of the 

aircraft was about 30 miles from this island.”  

After unsuccessful attempts to make radio contact and unable to locate the aircraft on radar, 

search and rescue efforts commenced. Lieutenant Commander Forman and his crew were 

reported as missing at sea. 

“On February 1, 1966 the four-man life raft from the aircraft was found off the coast of North 

Vietnam approximately 152 miles from the last known position of the aircraft. The raft was 

identified by its serial number and bore no evidence of having been used and did not show 

any signs of damage by fire or gunfire. This particular raft is designed to automatically inflate 

when immersed in salt water. On March 14, 1966, a flight helmet was found by a friendly 

fishing junk and turned over to the US authorities. This helmet was picked up in the same 

general area as where the life raft was located and has been identified as belonging to 

Bernard Templin.”  

Subsequently, “high-level intelligence” was discussed unofficially that one or more 

crewmembers were seen alive in North Vietnam, however none of the crew ever returned. 

This incident and many others have led to speculation regarding American prisoners 

possibly still alive in captivity. (Quoted materials from Erwin Bernard Templin, Jr.) 

Overall, five hundred and seventy seven servicemen were classified as “air loss, crash at sea,” 

during the Vietnam War. 

The four crewmen were later declared deceased under the 

Missing Persons Act on May 10, 1973. They all remain 

unaccounted for from the Vietnam War and are listed as 

“presumptive finding of death.”  

 

  Missing In Action 
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CLINTON B FACKRELL 
Willits

 
 

Sergeant Clinton Blair Fackrell was the fifth casualty.  

He was an Infantryman MOS 11B with Third 

Platoon, “B” Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry 

Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. After 

completing Basic Combat Training and Advanced 

Individual Training at Fort Ord, California, he 

completed Light Weapons training in Hawaii.  He 

began his tour of duty in Vietnam on January 6, 

1966, at Base Camp Cu Chi, also known by the 

infantrymen assigned there as “Hells Half Acre,” 

because of the ongoing fierce fighting there since the 

base was established. 
Unknown at the time by US Forces, there were an 

estimated 200 square miles of tunnel networks 

beneath the Cu Chi area. There 

was a virtual city underground that included hospitals, schools, meeting 

rooms, kitchens and sleeping quarters that were used by enemy forces.  In 

the year 1966, the 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry 

Division in Cu Chi, Vietnam, had 176 men that were killed in action there. 

Today the underground network is set up for tours. 

April 13, 1966. Sergeant Clinton Fackrell’s Battalion began a two day “search and destroy” 

mission called Operation “KALAMAZOO” near a rubber plantation named Filhol. It was 

located 8 kilometers north of Cu Chi, officially referred to as the Binh Duong Province, and 

depicted on military tactical maps as, “The Ho Bo Woods.” 

In preparation for the mission, the “Tracks” or Armored Personnel Carriers (APCs) were 

fueled and loaded with ammunition, weapons, explosives, supplies, water and C-rations. 

They were capable of staying out “in the Bush” under jungle canopy for months if necessary. 

The mission began on schedule at 0630 hours when all elements departed Cu Chi Base Camp 

and moved on though Observation Post “Ann Margret” and secured their preplanned 

objectives without any opposition. 

Teams began conducting searches of their respective areas and this continued throughout 

the day, all the while, 7 APCs, 3 Tanks, and one VTR (Vehicle, Tracked, Recovery) struck land 

mines. One of the tanks was hit by an enemy Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG-2) round that 

penetrated through the tank and caused one minor injury. 
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At 1302 hours, Company “B” 

encountered a small group of Viet Cong 

fighters in “spider holes” and tunnels 

who inflicted casualties on the unit by 

using snipers with small arms and VC 

using rifle grenades. Both Company “A” 

and Company “B” had a total of eight 

killed and 26 wounded during the two 

day operation. 

Sergeant Clinton Fackrell’s Platoon 

Leader, First Lieutenant Frank D’Amico 

was the first to be hit by sniper gunfire 

and go down with a wound to his neck, 

according to Captain Theodore T. Jagosz, 

the Second Platoon Leader.  Captain 

“Ted” Jagosz writes, “Clinton and three other men from 3d Platoon and the Company Medic 

were all hit shortly after, when they tried to lend assistance to 1LT D’Amico or when they 

tried to maneuver against the enemy fire to neutralize it. There is no greater love and 

dedication that a man, especially a soldier, can show than that he risk or even lose his life for 

the sake of his friends. This is the full measure of heroism and Clinton measured up to that 

standard.” He also says, “Sergeant Fackrell was one of the finest soldiers I have ever met and 

a very decent and friendly human being.” 

“Although Clinton was not a member of my platoon, I encountered him often at the Cu Chi 

Base Camp and even a few times on the battlefield. We had more than a couple conversations 

at those times (I don’t remember what about). When I saw him operating in the field, I was 

always struck by his poise and professionalism. He was not hard to notice.” 

“It might be some consolation to his family if they knew that during his last moments on 

earth he did receive the Last Rites, just minutes after he was hit.  I observed Fr (Captain) 

Clarence Olszewski, our unit Chaplin administrating this Sacrament to all our fallen that day.  

Be assured he is remembered and missed by all of us who held him in such high regard. I 

hope this has been helpful to the family and be assured that I keep all comrades in arms and 

their families in my prayers.” 

Clinton is resting in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, California. 

 

..  

 
Tracks in the Ho Bo Woods, South Vietnam 
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LEE A ADAMS 
Willits

 
 

First Lieutenant Lee “Larry” Aaron Adams was the 

sixth casualty.  He was an U.S. Air Force pilot of a 

Republic F-105D Thunderchief (commonly referred 

to as the Thud by pilots), with the 333rd Tactical 

Fighter Squadron, 355th Tactical Fighter Wing 

assigned to the Takhli Royal Thai Air Force Base 

(TRTAFB) in central Thailand. The base was 

approximately 240 kilometers northwest of Bangkok 

in Takhli district, Nakhon Sawan Province near the 

city of Nakhon Sawan. The 333rd supported the 355th 

TFW’s Operation “ROLLING THUNDER” strikes into 

North Vietnam losing several aircraft and pilots 

during the increasing defenses around Hanoi in early 

1966 while 1LT Adams was 

assigned there. 

April 19, 1966. The combat flight mission on that day consisted of a 

flight of four aircraft to Mugia Pass in North Vietnam.  1Lt Adams was 

number four, radio call sign Volvo 4. This was his 90th combat mission, 

10 more missions and he would be up for reassignment. According to 

official statements, Flight Leader Captain James C. Sharp, and Wing Man, Captain 

Straubinger, (radio call sign Volvo 3); “The mission was uneventful and went as briefed 

leading up to the target.” 

After dropping their bombs on the target, they proceeded to reconnoiter the roads on “Route 

Package One.” While flying over the roads complex, 1LT Adams radioed a report that he had 

seen a truck pull off the road and tried to explain its location.  The Wing Man said no one else 

was able to locate the spot so 1LT Adams was released to make the first pass. 

 “Volvo 4 then reported seeing two trucks on the road under 

camouflage.”  1LT Adams turned the aircraft sharp and 

rolled in but was unable to get lined up for a strafing pass 

for his 20mm cannon. He said it was a bad pass and he was 

going up to try again. He returned for a more favorable 

pattern on his second pass, and dove the aircraft to pick up 

speed on a parallel course to the road.  He pulled up sharply 

and rolled in on the trucks at a dive angle of 25 degrees. 

 
Cockpit 
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The Wing Man did the same maneuver and observed 

“a long burst from Volvo 4 tearing up the road and the 

two trucks.” The Wing Man glanced at his 

instruments; lining up his own attack, and when he 

looked back there was a large fireball, 1000 to 2000 

feet up from the road. 

The Flight Leader asked for a flight check-in on the 

radio to determine who had crashed. He then made 

four low passes over the impact area but could not 

see a parachute nor did he hear an emergency beeper. No transmissions were heard prior to 

the impact. 

The Flight Leader stated, “I do not believe Lt. Adams ejected from the aircraft before it 

impacted.”  The crash site was 40 miles north of the DMZ, near Van Loc, west-northwest of 

Dong Hoi, in North Vietnam.  Search and rescue attempts were called off due to hostile threat 

in the area. Volvo 1, 2, and 3 then returned to base without Volvo 4. 

Fellow F-105D pilot Lieutenant Ed Rasimus wrote a memoir called, 

“When Thunder Rolled,” and recalls during Operation “ROLLING 

THUNDER” and four costly months in 1966 while Lt. Adams was there. 

“Each day the mission into North Vietnam typically consisted of four or 

five flights of four aircraft. On average for those four months, we lost 

one of those guys daily.  Sixty percent of the pilots who started the 100 

mission tour didn’t finish.” The Commander of the 333rd Tactical 

Fighter Squadron, Colonel William C. Norris, remembers those days. 

“During Rolling Thunder, we lost 252 F-105s. Every day, those pilots 

who went to the Hanoi area went to one of the most heavily defended 

areas in modern warfare. To go to Hanoi day after day not only took 

great courage, but, more important, it took loyalty to your country.” 

Traveling to Vietnam in 1993, forensic experts from the POW/MIA unit 

interviewed two Vietnamese informants who said they witnessed the 

militia shoot down the airplane on April 19, 1966. The witnesses said they recovered human 

leg bones, which they buried at the site.  Several days later, a farmer told investigators he 

had uncovered the bones in 1982 while plowing his field. He gave the Americans a small 

fragment of one of the bones that he had recovered and saved in the ossuary, (a container for 

bones of the dead). Blood samples were taken from two brothers and DNA analysis 

confirmed the identity. 

First Lieutenant Lee Aaron Adams had been listed as Missing in Action until his remains 

were discovered, identified, and returned to his family in Willits, California in 2005.  

Delivering the eulogy, (quoted from the LA Times): “Nephew Steven Adams, an Assembly of 

God pastor from Salem, Oregon, described his uncle as a dashing figure in the family -- a star 

6-foot-4 football player for Willits High School who had a passion for flying and a sensitive 

 
F-105D Thunderchief “Thud” 
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side that led him to bring home stray puppies. A favorite family portrait, displayed at the 

memorial service, showed Larry Adams asleep in a chair with a stray in his lap.”  

Larry Adams got his private pilot’s license while attending Willits High School, then attended 

Santa Rosa Junior College where he was captain of the football team. He won an appointment 

to the Air Force Academy, graduating in 1963. He went on to become a Pilot Trainee at Reese 

AFB, TX, then Student Pilot at Nellis AFB, NC, then F-105 Tactical Fighter Pilot training at 

Johnson AFB, NC. 

Larry’s cremated remains were brought to the Adam’s family ranch in Willits to be scattered 

there with those of his parents. 

 

 

 

  

 
F-105 Thunderchiefs in “Missing Man” Fly Over 
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JOHN P PATTON 
Fort Bragg

 

 
Sergeant John “Johnny” Perry Patton was the 

seventh casualty.  He was a Light Weapons 

Infantryman and Squad Leader with “A” Company, 

2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne 

Brigade, US Army Republic of Vietnam (USARV). 

Sergeant Patton began his tour in Vietnam on 

October 4, 1966. He had volunteered for parachute 

training, was just completing six years of service, 

having served with the 101st Airborne Division in 

Fort Campbell.  

On February 22, 1967, the “Sky Soldiers” of the 

2/503rd parachuted into a wide clearing in the 

jungle of War Zone C as part of Operation 

JUNCTION CITY. This would become the only major 

combat jump of the Vietnam War and the first 

major US Airborne assault since the Korean War. Following several successful battles, 

Operation JUNCTION CITY concluded in May 14, 1967 after driving major enemy forces from 

War Zone C across the border into sanctuaries in Cambodia. 

Sergeant Patton and the Sky Soldiers of the 2/503rd moved north and 

arrived in Dak To in the Central Highlands of Kontum Province in early 

June. The battalion set up a perimeter next to Dak To airstrip. Choppers 

took the troops into the hills “to make their presence known,” and 

conduct search and destroy operations on June 19 – 20, 1967. 

Intelligence reports were briefed prior to the operation telling of an 

enemy force in the local area using mortar and rocket fire directed 

towards the local Special Forces camp. 

During the period of operations no contact was made with enemy forces.  Company “A” set 

up a Night Defensive Perimeter (NDP) on June 21, 1967 about half way up Hill 1338 and then 

cut out a Landing Zone (LZ) for the evening resupply chopper. From Hill 1338 one could see 

Dak To and the enemy could use the prominent hill top to direct fire against the camps. It 

had a well-established trail. “A” Company then received a radio call to return to Dak To 

proper (basecamp) the next day to rest up and recover. (“Dak To: America’s Sky Soldiers in 

South Vietnam’s Central Highlands,” by Edward Murphy) 

What followed would go down in military history as “The Battle of the Slopes,” so named by 

the Sky Soldiers, and what most Vietnam War historians consider to be “the costliest 
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encounter by a single American unit in the entire war.” The ill-fated unit would be Sergeant 

Patton’s “A” Company. 

June 22, 1967.  About a half hour after daybreak, on the morning of June 22, 1967, at 0625 

hrs., the First Squad of 2nd Platoon, “A” Company took the point and headed down the ridge 

on the well-used trail that even had steps cut in to it. First Squad had become a cohesive unit 

and was proud of the fact they were selected to be on point. The route chosen by the 

Company Commander would have them back to base camp by 1500 hrs. The mountain ridge 

finger they were on was steep on either side where the terrain was muddy after several days 

of rain with low heavy foliage and under triple canopy jungle.  According to Sergeant John 

Smith, Jr., “The morning air was thick with moisture to the point that we were surrounded by 

a dense fog with cool air all around. While moving slowly down the trail, everyone was on 

guard but spirits were running high expecting to spend the night in Dak To airstrip and 

pulling perimeter guard,” along with “palace guard duty” for the battalion headquarters. 

At 0658 hrs, the seven-man squad had travelled about 200 meters when the point man fired 

his M-16 and the Squad Leader behind him fired his M-79 grenade launcher at five or six 

NVA who either had crossed the trail in front of them or had come up the same trail towards 

them. The startled NVA fired first. “The firing lasted for 10 seconds or so and then died 

down.” Some reports later claim this was an enemy ambush, however the radio report from 

Lieutenant Judd, 2nd Platoon Leader, as it occurred, indicates that it was a chance encounter. 

The squad grouped behind a clump of bamboo trees in a semi-circle. After 20 minutes of 

firing from snipers and rounds coming in from the left flank the squad had three wounded, 

one seriously in the neck. The squad joined up with second squad and soon afterwards with 

the rest of 2nd platoon. The “A” Company Commander called in artillery to help support their 

movement back up the hill 75 meters and sent a medic to the sound of battle. The 1st platoon 

sent a four man detail with additional ammunition and a machine gun. Two M-60 machine 

guns were then set up and the firefight was on, as the much larger North Vietnamese Army 

battalion sized force had firepower of its own to bring to the fight. These were not the usual 

ill-trained Viet Cong similar to what they had confronted in the past but trained, well-

equipped, and seasoned NVA regulars.  

Smoke grenades were set out to mark their location for an air strike, however they also 

helped the enemy to locate their position and concentrate their small arms, mortar and 

rocket attacks. At 0705 hrs., the 3rd platoon linked up with 2nd platoon and a common V-

shaped perimeter was established; 2nd platoon on the west, 3rd platoon on the east. At 0810 

hrs., the first wave of NVA attacked and were repulsed, however, they came again and again 

for the next half an hour.  The two platoons were attacked from all sides except for behind 

them and back up hill towards the Company Command Post (CP).  

The Forward Observer brought the artillery in to within 35 meters, and then stopped for the 

airstrike. “From 0820 to 0825 hrs., the jets dropped 500 lb. bombs along the east side of the 

ridge” and napalm was dropped to the north side of the perimeter. Helicopter gunships 

arrived at 0835 to find low clouds, smoke and overhead jungle canopy masking the enemy. 

When the NVA fired up at the helicopters their tracer rounds gave away their positions. The 
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helicopter gunships then used rockets and 7.62mm machine guns for suppressive fire on the 

enemy locations. Because the NVA were in such close contact, “we may have inflicted some 

unintended casualties on our guys,” according to one pilot. Over the course of the day, the 

helicopters brought in supplies and lifted “B” company troops in to support “A” company. By 

the end of the day-long battle the gunships had fired a total of 230 rockets and 36,000 

rounds of 7.62mm ammunition. 

At 0850 hrs., Lieutenant Judd reported a company sized assault was coming from the 

northwest.  The NVA attacked in three waves while screaming and firing their weapons; but 

each time were held off from completely overrunning 2nd and 3rd platoons. Sergeant Smith 

recalls, “With each exchange of gunfire from the NVA, we answered with less volume of 

return fire. Of course, this meant we were taking casualties at an alarming rate.” 

By 1000, the two platoons were down to 15 effective, with both platoon leaders, Lieutenant 

Judd and Lieutenant Hood killed and the platoon sergeants wounded, several times. At 1034 

hrs., all radio communication was lost.  (“Sky Soldier: Battles of Dak-To,” by Lawrence D. 

Okendo) 

Outnumbered and surrounded, the Sky Soldiers were running out of ammunition and 

fighting for their lives. The M-60 machineguns had overheated, the barrels glowed and 

warped, making them inoperable. Then 2nd Platoon Sergeant Hostack ordered: “Grab the 

wounded, weapons and ammo and get back up the hill to the CP!” He was wounded in the hip 

and had a grazing wound to the side of his face. The 2nd platoon withdrew remaining men 

while under fire uphill to the “A” Company CP and to a more defensible position. Some had to 

low crawl their way out, while others retrieved fallen comrades who were already dead, still 

hoping they might be able to save them.  

This small group of survivors joined the troops of the Company CP, with the total disposition 

of the entire company at about 35 wounded and 30 effective. Captain Milton, “A” Company 

Commander moved his CP further back up the hill to a small knoll to a more secure position 

and set up a defensive perimeter. It had a small clearing for one-ship landing zone. Two 

more enemy assaults were attempted on the CP at 1220 hrs., and again at 1245 hrs., followed 

by sporadic small arms fire.  “B” Company was held up in coming to the aid of “A” Company 

when they came into hostile contact with a NVA platoon and formed a defensive perimeter.  

“C” Company was also delayed while moving through dense jungle carrying wounded and 

their dead, finally linking up at 1420 hrs. They assisted in clearing the landing zone and 

retrieving the wounded while under sniper fire. What remained of Company “A” was 

extracted out of the area to the Brigade Base Camp at 1850 hrs. 

Seventy-Six (76) warriors lost their lives on that day. Atrocities were committed by NVA 

against the American wounded still in the battlefield. (Medical Examiner’s Report extract 

from After Action Report) This was never reported to the American public although the 

media were aware of it having taken place. According to the Army Adjutant General 

database, (the TAGCEN), the majority of those killed in action are listed as “Code D – died of 

gunshot wounds” with the remaining listed as “Code H – died of multiple frag wounds.”  Only 
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Sergeant John Perry Patton is listed as “Code E - died outright of wounds from artillery, 

rocket, mortar.” 

“Early that evening we had a Company formation for a head count,” recalls Clarence Johnson. 

Normally 137 Sky Soldiers would be present. “There were 33 men standing in formation in 

the early evening of June 22, 1967.” The 2nd Platoon had three squads with only one man 

standing in each of them. 

Remembrance by Clarence Johnson, A/2/503d: “My fellow soldiers fighting at the Battle of the 

Slopes were given standing orders, and every individual met the challenge and many paid the 

ultimate price for being an American soldier. As a member of 2nd Platoon, “A” Company, 503rd 

Airborne Infantry, I was proud to have stood side-by-side with my fallen comrades – they were 

all heroes.” 

Johnny and his sister Lynn Prather graduated from Fort Bragg High School.  His name is 

listed on the Fort Bragg Veterans Memorial Building plaque, honoring those who paid the 

ultimate sacrifice.   

Johnny is resting in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, California. 
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CHARLES E CRAIN 

Redwood Valley
 

 
Private First Class Charles “Charlie” Earnest Crain 

was the eighth casualty.  He was a US Army Medical 

Corpsman MOS 91A with the 8th Engineer Battalion, 

1st Cavalry Division, US Army Republic of Vietnam 

(USARV) located in the Binh Dinh Province. The 

Engineer unit was known as “The 8th.”  Its 

engineering soldiers called themselves 

“Skybeavers.” They served in the jungles of Vietnam 

with the dual mission of providing direct support to 

combat operations and for constructing support 

facilities. Using air-mobile helicopter capabilities, 

the 8th built signal complexes and firebases 

throughout the country in areas previously 

considered inaccessible. They 

quickly cleared landing zones for 

resupply and medical evacuation 

(MEDEVAC). They destroyed enemy defensive bunkers and trench 

networks with bulldozers, and used them to clear roads of mines and 

bobby traps. The 1st Cavalry Division was engaged in a major clearing 

offensive called Operation “PERSHING” during the period February 11, 

1967 – January 21, 1968 while PFC Crain was there. 

Charlie completed his Basic Combat Training in Fort Lewis, Washington. Afterwards he 

received his medical training while attending Advanced Individual Training at Fort Sam 

Houston, Texas.  As a Combat Medic he was responsible for providing first aid and frontline 

trauma care on the battlefield and help with the evacuation of the wounded. He was 

embedded with combat troops, participating in the operation, always prepared to provide 

immediate assistance to the wounded. PFC Charles Crain began his tour in Vietnam on May 

6, 1967. 

July 2, 1967. Two bulldozers from the Combat Engineering unit were providing direct 

support to “A” Company, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Air Cavalry and they all 

moved out south together from Landing Zone Geronimo. Their task was to assist a platoon of 

tanks in a river crossing near the hamlet Tuy An (1), 4 kilometers west of Tam Quan in the 

Binh Dinh Province. After the bulldozers finished the work on the river crossing and the 

tanks made their way across the river, enemy personnel in khaki uniforms appeared at the 

southern edge of the village. One tank and one infantry squad stayed behind with the 

bulldozers at the crossing site. The remaining tanks and the rest of the platoon went on to 

investigate the sightings near the village. “They began to receive a heavy volume of 
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automatic weapons fire from enemy units defending along the hedgerow. The encounter was 

at close range with the infantry and tanks engaging the enemy with grenades, small arms, 

and the tanks’ major caliber weapons, with only the hedgerow separating the forces. The 

enemy forces along the hedgerow finally broke and retreated into the village while the 

infantry and tanks continued firing as they retreated. 

During this initial firefight the encounter was brief and vicious, 

lasting approximately 20 minutes.” (1ST BN 8TH CAV After Action 

Report 5 Jul 67) As a Combat Medic, PFC Crain’s duty was to 

quickly run towards the direction of the sound of guns engaged in a 

fierce firefight and to answer the desperate calls of young men 

screaming and shouting for “Medic!!!” Before it was all over, during 

the period of hostilities on July 2 – 4, 1967, there were 18 US 

soldiers killed in action including PFC Crain. He died from wounds 

received from small arms fire while assisting others. His actions 

during the intense combat earned him the Bronze Star Medal with 

V for Valor by displaying acts of heroism in combat with the 

enemy. 

Remembrance by Gary Greenough: “Charles was a shy, quiet Mormon kid in high school. He 

looked forward to completing his service to his country and then going on a mission for his 

church and his God. He was always pleasant to all, and I can say I could call him a friend. At a 

reunion several of us Vietnam Veterans went to Charlie’s grave and took a picture with his 

marker, to let him know he was not forgotten, and that we were there with him for the reunion. 

We grow old and grey, and ravages of time take their toll, but Charlie will always be, Forever 

Young.”  

Remembrance by Dianne Stipp Smith: “I remember Charles from Ukiah High School, very quiet 

and sweet. Although I did not know him well the fact that he fought for my and our freedom 

touched me. When my friend and I visit Ukiah Cemetery, we put flowers on his grave. I can only 

hope he’s in a better place as he barely had a chance to live.” 

Charlie was just 19 years old and was the youngest of our 22 fallen veterans. 

Charlie is resting in the Ukiah Cemetery in Ukiah, California.  
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EUGENE C CAMPBELL 
Redwood Valley 

 

Lance Corporal Eugene Charles Campbell was the 

ninth casualty.  He was a US Marine Corps Infantry 

Rifleman assigned to 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine 

Regiment (3/3) Kilo Rifle Company in Quang Nam. 

He completed his Boot Camp training in San Diego, 

California in 1966. 

LCpl Eugene Campbell began his tour in Vietnam by 

participating in Operation “PRAIRIE” December 

1966 – January 1967. The 3rd Marine Division was 

fighting two wars: a conventional one along the 

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), a Division against a 

Division, and a counter-guerilla war in the rest of 

Quang Tri and Thua Provinces. The primary focus of 

the “PRAIRIE” operation was the DMZ. When it 

concluded the end of January 1967, 239 Marines had 

been killed in action.  Operation “PRAIRE II” began February 1967 and the Marines fired 

artillery at military targets north of the DMZ. It concluded on March 1967 and Operation 

“PRAIRIE III” began. Contact with the enemy was moderate where operations were located 

west and north of Cam Lo.  The Marines were concerned about blocking a major invasion 

attempt by the North Vietnamese Army and large scale infiltration. When it concluded in 

April 1967 the Marines had 56 KIA. (From: US Marines in Vietnam Fighting the North 

Vietnamese 1967) 

Operation “KHE SANH” followed. This major battle in the western DMZ 

was known as the “Khe Sanh Hill Fights of ’67,” and also known as, “The 

First Battle of Khe Sanh.” LCpl Campbell participated in the battle for Hill 

861. In a letter home, he writes; “I want to tell you something about how 

it all happened. We were supposed to go up this hill to pull out this other 

company that was hit pretty hard up there. As we got close to the top we were ambushed. 

The first five men were killed right off. We pulled back and tried to get on line. They called 

my squad up. As we moved, we were hit by a machine gun nest to our right flank. I saw that 

we were getting hit hard out there, so I called to my squad leader but he was dead. So I got 

the rest of the squad and we moved along this little bank or ridge. We stayed there until the 

rest of the platoon moved up the hill. By this time I and two other people from my squad are 

the only ones not hit. They started to surround us.  We could hear them talking and moving 

closer. The only thing we could do was just wait and hope they wouldn’t charge. We finally 

got some hand grenades and held them off until morning, when we were getting ready to 

pull out. They sent another company up to help us out. Then the enemy started moving up. 
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Yes, that is was when I got it. We had no corpsmen. They were all hit too. One guy put a 

bandage on me and we moved off of 861, the name of the hill. You may have heard 

something about 861 and 881. I heard that we had both hills. Dad, that was the worst battle I 

was ever in and don’t ever want to be caught like that again. I lost some real good friends up 

there.” 

“K” Company lost 20 men and had 48 wounded in action (WIA) including LCpl Campbell with 

shrapnel fragments in the left leg. He was hospitalized for almost a month, until May 24 and 

received the Purple Heart on May 30. He returned to duty and participated in Operation 

“CIMARRON”until July 2, with light contact while performing a sweep southwest of Con 

Thien.  

As Operation “BUFFALO” began the Marines recognized the enemy was preparing for 

renewed offensive operations and began digging holes and filling sandbags.  Operation 

“HICKORY” followed and concluded on July 16. LCpl Campbell finally participated in 

Operation “KINGFISHER” where the Marines received rocket and artillery attacks. He was 

wounded once again and was hospitalized a second time to recover, however, he had also 

contracted malaria. 

Malaria was present in Vietnam and Marines took bitter tasting 

pills that kept it under control. The pills made the skin look 

yellowish. Typical living conditions for Marines contributed to 

general sickness and included dust, filth and mosquitos filling the 

hooches at night. The larger bases were sprayed to keep 

mosquitos under control but out in the field the men had to make 

do. In the early years of the war, there were no field showers and 

a shortage of drinking water, with even less water for bathing. 

Sometimes when it rained the Marines would take off their clothes 

and shower in the open with a bar of soap. The outhouse would 

simply consist of a hole in the ground with two sand bags on each 

side. The green water from the local village wells needed to be 

treated with halazone tablets for purification. 

“As spring became summer a serious problem arose with malaria. 

Between June and September, when the battalion moved to Cam Lo, 206 Marines contracted 

the disease. Many others came down with FUO, Fever of Unknown Origin. There were more 

times when this and other diseases removed more Marines 

from the ranks of the able-bodied than did the enemy.” “No 

Shining Armor: The Marines at War in Vietnam,” by Otto 

Lehrack. 

August 27, 1967. On August 25, 1967 LCpl Campbell 

contracted malaria and later died on August 27, 1967 of 

cerebral malaria with acute renal failure on the US Navy 

Hospital Ship USS Repose.  

 
Purple Heart 
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Overall, one hundred and eighteen servicemen died from malaria in Vietnam. 

The US National Library of Medicine, National Institutes of Health estimates approximately 

250,000 Vietnam Veterans may suffer from the effects of cerebral malaria including poor 

dichotic listening, “personality change,” depression, and, in some cases, partial seizure-like 

symptoms. Studies strongly suggest, “that a history of malaria should be considered in any 

medical, psychological, or psychiatric workup of a Vietnam War veteran because a positive 

response could result in substantial changes in diagnosis and treatment.”  

Eugene was Native American and was personal friends with Dennis Dunsing, also Native 

American from nearby Ukiah, and he too would be killed in Vietnam the following year. 

Eugene is resting in the Ukiah Cemetery, Ukiah, California. 

..  
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BILLIE E SANDEFUR 
Fort Bragg

 
 

First Lieutenant Billie Eugene Sandefur was the 

tenth casualty.  He was a US Army Reserve Infantry 

Officer assigned as Platoon Leader with “A” 

Company, 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry Regiment, 4th 

Infantry Division in the Quang Nam Province. He 

arrived in Vietnam on October 12, 1967. 

November 27, 1967. First Lieutenant Sandefur 

was mortally wounded in action while on a combat 

operation when he and his platoon came under 

heavy fire from an enemy force in bunkers and 

fortified trenches. The citation from the 

posthumous award of the Silver Star for gallantry 

said, “First Lieutenant Sandefur unhesitatingly took 

the point position and maneuvered his troops to 

link up with an adjacent unit. Suddenly the platoon 

was confronted with enemy machine gun fire directly to their front. First Lieutenant 

Sandefur directed the platoon to take cover and then he moved toward the position. He 

hurled a grenade and neutralized its effectiveness. However, in doing so, 

First Lieutenant Sandefur was mortally wounded.” The location was four 

kilometers north northwest of Landing Zone Ross and five kilometers 

northwest of Que Son. Besides First Lieutenant Sandefur, three other 

infantrymen from “A” Company were also killed that day in the same 

operation. 

Billie Sandefur grew up and went to High School in Cottage Grove, 

Oregon. He began his service career in the 162 Infantry Oregon 

National Guard. In 1964, he went into the active reserves and was 

Company Commander at Fort Bragg, California, where he was 

employed for four years in the local timber industry. He was 

recalled to active Army duty on April 8, 1967 and was assigned to 

Schofield Barracks in Hawaii. 

On May 23, 1967, First Lieutenant Sandefur distinguished himself 

by heroism and was awarded the Soldier’s Medal. The citation 

reads:  “By his alertness, ability to make a quick decision, and rapid 

reaction, he was able to bring to a halt before it could plunge over a 

fifteen foot embankment, a driverless two and on half ton truck 

which was rolling down an incline. Directly beneath the 
 

Silver Star 
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embankment was a small plateau, which sloped sharply to a deep 

gulch. Lieutenant Sandefur’s action, which placed his own life in 

jeopardy, saved a valuable piece of equipment from destruction, but 

more importantly, also saved eight men in the rear of the truck from 

certain serious injury or death. Lieutenant Sandefur’s action is in 

keeping with the highest traditions of the service, and reflects great 

credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.” 

After his tour of duty in Hawaii, he attended Special Jungle Warfare 

training in Panama in preparation for Vietnam duty. He married 

Grace Barff of Little River, California and they were married in Reno, 

Nevada on September 30, 1967. He had been married just two 

months when he was killed.  He had only been in Vietnam for about a 

month. 

Billie is resting in West Lawn Memorial Park in Eugene, Oregon. 
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LOUIS C SCHLOTE 
Fort Bragg

 
 

Petty Officer First Class Louis Chris Schlote was the 

eleventh casualty.  He was assigned to US Navy Forces 

Vietnam, River Squadron 5 (RIVRON-5)/River Division 

51 (RIVDIV 51). PO1 Louis Schlote was a Boatswain’s 

Mate with 18 years of service. He was a veteran of the 

Korean War, having served on the USS CABILDO 

transporting soldiers and marines for combat duty in 

South Korea. While serving on the USS CABILDO his 

ship was struck by a direct hit coming from an enemy 

shore battery near an East Coast North Korean seaport. 

His Vietnam duties involved patrolling rivers and canals 

as a commander of a US Navy river patrol boat (PBR), a 

thirty-seven foot boat of the “brown water Navy.” 

PO1 Louis Schlote began his tour in Vietnam on January 

15, 1968. On March 23, 1968 his boat was ambushed in a firefight with 

the enemy hidden on an island in the river, 5 ½ miles Southeast of 

Binh Thuy. He was wounded with shrapnel wounds from a rocket in 

his left hip and both legs. He was sent to the 3rd Field Hospital in 

Saigon for emergency treatment.  

April 16, 1968. While being treated by the 3rd Field Hospital in Saigon Louis Schlote 

eventually died of his wounds. While he was in the hospital his wife Sandra left Fort Bragg 

and visited with him in Saigon. Afterwards, she wrote the following letter to President 

Lyndon Baines Johnson (Reprinted from Coffelt Database of LBJ Presidential Library 

documents): 

 
River Patrol Boat 
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Louis is resting in Rose Memorial Park, Fort Bragg, California. 

..  

  

 500 Casa del Noyo Drive 

 Fort Bragg, Calif. 

 May 8, 1968  

 

Dear President Johnson, 

  

    I was very pleased to receive your letter, as I have 

many and I find them to be a great consolation at this 

time. 

  

    I am very grateful that the Navy allowed me to go 

to Saigon to be with my husband. It meant so much to 

both of us and I was able to observe very closely the 

devoted care he was receiving from the Third Field 

Hospital staff. I feel contentment knowing everything 

possible was done for him. 

  

    I am very proud of my husband and his strong 

belief in all his Navy assignments. He always did 

his best and felt his contribution in the war was 

important. So much so, he once wrote me saying he 

was willing to die, if it would make the world safer 

for me and our children. I feel a great loss in losing 

him. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Mrs. Louis C. Schlote 
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DENNIS P DUNSING 
Ukiah

 
 

Private First Class Dennis Paul Dunsing was the twelfth 

casualty.  He was a US Army 11B Infantryman with “C” 

Company, 4th Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment based 

at Long Binh near Saigon. After Advanced Individual 

Training was completed at Fort Polk he arrived in 

Vietnam on February 24, 1968. He was there just in 

time for the “Tet Offensive” that had begun on the 

night of January 30, 1968 and continued into February. 

The Tet Offensive was the largest military campaign of 

the Vietnam War up to that point in the war. It was a 

campaign of surprise attacks by the combined forces of 

the Communist North Vietnamese People’s Army of 

Vietnam (NVA) and Viet Cong. 

Officially there was a cease fire 

order in place from higher 

command and half of the South Vietnamese Army (ARVN) had gone 

home for the Tet holiday. 

Saigon was the main focal point of the attack. The Viet Cong launched 

35 battalions at Saigon including Sapper battalions attacking the US 

Embassy and Presidential Palace. The 5th Viet Cong Division launched 

an attack on the military bases at Long Binh where Private First Class Dunsing was assigned, 

and the Bien Hoa Air Base.  

Beginning initially in the northern areas of I and II Corps Tactical Zones, eventually it spread 

south and involved more than 80,000 North Vietnamese and Viet Cong soldiers striking 

more than 100 towns and cities, including 36 of 44 provincial capitals throughout South 

Vietnam. 

The Army managed to hold off the Communist attacks and then began the “Tet 

Counteroffensive” campaign lasting from February thru to the end of March. PFC Dennis 

Dunsing was also involved with the Tet Counteroffensive Campaign. 

May 6, 1968. PFC Dennis Dunsing’s company was assigned the responsibility for securing 

Fire Support Base (FSB) Stephanie’s perimeter. NVA units began infiltrating through the 

surrounding three villages. “C” Company’s 1st Platoon, led by Lieutenant Howard Tuber, 

manned the bunker line on the northern perimeter of FSB Stephanie.  The platoon heard 

firing and saw muzzle flashes and tracer rounds from “D” Company’s contacts during the 

night. As dawn arrived, an alert 1st Platoon “grunt” spotted a group of soldiers moving into a 
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palm grove 300 meters north of the perimeter. There was not yet enough light to identify 

them as US or Communist soldiers. The report was radioed in to the “C” Company Command 

Post bunker, and Captain Tonsetic directed Lieutenant Tuber to send out a patrol to check 

the area.” 

“The Charlie Company patrol was about fifty meters from the palm grove when they were 

taken under fire by a dug-in NVA squad. Their fire was murderously accurate. Twenty-five 

year old PFC Dennis Dunsing was the ‘Point Man,’ (the first and most exposed position of the 

patrol), who became mortally wounded, and two more men were hit as well. The patrol 

pulled back toward the perimeter with their casualties, under covering fire from the base 

perimeter.” From the Book, “Days of Valor: An Inside Account of the Bloodiest Six Months of 

the Vietnam War,” by Robert Tonsetic. 

Remembrance by Loretta (Dunsing) Davenport: My Native American brother, an “American 

Hero.” Dennis was my brother. He came from a loving family of 16 children, 9 boys and 7 girls. 

We had 8 boys who served their county proudly. Dennis was the only that did not come home. 

He was only 25 when we lost him. We have missed him very much over the years. We have not 

forgotten him and never will. Just as we have not forgotten our mother, father, four brothers 

and two sisters who are now with him. “If you tell someone every day that you love them, then 

when they are gone, then they will take it with them.” Dennis was a wonderful young man who 

was loved by many. Love you Dennis, and I will miss you always. 

Dennis is resting in the Ukiah Cemetery in Ukiah, California. 
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KENNETH A BUTLER JR 
Willits

 
 
Specialist Four Kenneth “Kenny” Allan Butler, Jr., 

was the thirteenth casualty.  He was a US Army 

Armor Reconnaissance Specialist (Armored 

Scout) with “C” Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry 

(Armored Cavalry), 23rd Infantry Division 

(Americal) deployed in the I Corps Tactical Zone, 

the northern most zone in South Vietnam. 

After being inducted into the Army (Drafted), 

Kenny took his Basic Combat Training in Fort 

Bliss, Texas. Afterwards he went to Fort Knox, 

Kentucky for Advanced Individual Training. He 

arrived in Vietnam on January 6, 

1968 and joined the “C” Troop 

1/1 Cavalry, “Dragoons” during 

combat operations in Tam Ky. As 

a new replacement “Scout 

Observer” with very little 

experience in the Army, twenty-year old Trooper Butler needed to learn his 

duties quickly as enemy contact was often. 

“Within the first two weeks of January 1968, “C” Troop located in their base camp on Hill 29, 

came under sniper fire and mortar attack, making some of the Troops jittery,” recalls 

Sergeant Max Pryor from “C” Troop. Their Company Commander, Captain Ralph P. Brown set 

up overnight defensive positions in Tam Ky in anticipation of ground attacks. 

“High casualties were the price of admission for units that operated in I Corps, and, indeed 

most members of the squadron not killed or seriously wounded accumulated at least one or 

two flesh wounds during their tour of duty.  The allies faced two implacable foes in I Corps: 

Viet Cong guerillas who planted mines amid the villages of the coastal lowlands and the light 

infantrymen of the North Vietnamese Army.” From the book, “Search and Destroy: The Story 

of an Armored Cavalry Squadron in Vietnam,” by military historian Keith W. Nolan. This book 

contains first-hand accounts of the continuous combat operations of SP4 Butler’s unit, the 

1/1 Cavalry Squadron, during the same time he was there in 1968.  On March 16, 1968, 

directly south of Kenny’s location in another province and unrelated to his unit’s operation, 

the “My Lai Massacre” took place.   

The 1/1 Cavalry Squadron used M113A1 Armored Personnel Carriers modified with 

protective shields, a top mounted .50 Cal machine gun and two side-mounted M60 machine 

guns, called Armored Cavalry Assault Vehicles (ACAVs). 
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Riding ACAVs into combat the Troopers were more afraid of mines than a firefight with the 

enemy and usually the 11 ton ACAVs would follow behind a 52 ton M48 Tank when in a 

tactical road march mission.  The belief was the larger M48 Tank could better absorb the 

effects of a mine over the smaller ACAVs resulting in fewer casualties. 

However, getting off the paved roads 

and on to an uncleared dirt road, taking 

a wrong turn at an intersection, making 

a slight deviation from the already 

cleared path from the vehicle just ahead, 

etc., could lead to a mine explosion. The 

result could vary from a thrown track 

and aching eardrums, up to complete 

vehicle destruction and the killing of all 

crewmen on board. 

While in the “Bush” the Troopers would 

dismount and follow behind the ACAVs for cover, as was learned from WWII and the Korean 

War. One 1/1 Cavalry Non Commissioned Officer recalls, “You were never safe, anywhere, at 

anytime.” 

July 23, 1968. SP4 Kenneth Butler was the Track 

Commander on a M113A1 Armored Cavalry Assault 

Vehicle number C-10, the lead vehicle in the convoy, 

when it struck a land mine and he was killed outright, 

eight kilometers west of Tam Ky in Quang Tin 

Province. He was the only one killed in the incident. 

Trooper Pete M. Harrington was the M-60 machine 

gunner on the same track vehicle when they hit the 

mine and was thrown clear, uninjured, stated, "Ken 

was killed instantly. He was a good man and I would 

have definitely enjoyed meeting with him when we got 

home. I met a local fireman from his home town years 

later. He told me the whole town kind of shut down upon hearing of Ken's death." From 

“Dragoons: C Troop 1/1 Armored Cavalry, Vietnam 1967 – 1972,” by Grant Coble. 

In the almost 7 months while Kenny was in Vietnam, twenty fellow Troopers from “C” Troop  

were also Killed in Action (KIA), and like Kenny, the majority were Armor Reconnaissance 

Specialists. During this the same period, “A” Troop had twelve KIA and “B” Troop had 

fourteen KIA. Altogether forty-six young men of the 1/1 Cavalry were KIA during the period 

January through July with many more seriously wounded, including Kenny. 

Like Kenny, SP4 Roger Dale Cauley from “A” Troop, died on May 7, 1968, as a result of the 

ACAV he was driving hitting a land mine while in a convoy mission. His sister Helen writes: 

“When asked about heroes, people usually mention the names of astronauts, presidents, and 
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even sports figures. But true heroes are often ordinary young men, remembered only by 

family and friends, who die thousands of miles away from their loved ones while fighting for 

their country.” 

Kenny Butler’s friends back home remember him as, “a friend to many and friendly to all.” 

Some remember him for being an excellent shot with a rifle, a “pretty good” cowboy 

competitor at the rodeo, and for his athletic ability on the Willits High School football team 

as the team kicker.  Neighbors remember in the late evenings after doing chores on his 

father’s dairy farm and ranch how you could hear him practicing kicking one ball after 

another, until finally, his mother would call out to him from the back porch and across the 

open fields: “Kenny…. Junior.”  It was suppertime. After High School and before going into the 

Army he enjoyed cruising proudly through town in his ‘57 Chevy, which he kept shiny and 

clean. 

Everyone who knew Kenny then remembers him, as one of his friends put it, for his “big, 

beautiful smile.” Kenny married Charlene Biggs (Bean) prior to reporting for active duty and 

going to war. 

Kenny is resting in the Ukiah Cemetery, Ukiah, California. 
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STEPHEN C BRUNTON 
Ukiah 

 
 

Petty Officer Third Class Stephen Cornell Brunton 

was the fourteenth casualty.  He  was assigned to US 

Navy Forces Vietnam, River Assault Squadron-11 

(RIVRON-11)/River Assault Division 112 (RIVDIV 

112). As a Boatswain’s Mate his duties involved 

steering the boat while patrolling rivers and canals 

in US Navy river boat ASPB-112-2 in the Mekong 

Delta. Since 1966 there was a US Army and US Navy 

partnership called the Army-Navy Mobile Ravine 

Force where the two services combined forces and 

worked together to prevent the Viet Cong from 

moving supplies through the region. The boats with 

infantrymen on board were World War II Landing 

Craft Mechanized, LCM-6, that had been modified 

with rebar and armor to resist rocket attacks and 

machinegun fire. The Assault 

Support Patrol Boats were called “Alpha” boats and they led the way for 

the larger and slower Armor Troop Carriers.  PO3 Stephen Brunton 

began his tour in Vietnam on March 22, 1968. 

August 18, 1968. Sunday morning PO3 Stephen Brunton’s ASPB-112-2 

river assault boat was leading a column of river assault craft with 

troops of the 4/47 Infantry embarked in the task force that followed behind. PO3 Brunton 

steered the lead boat north from the Mekong River into the mouth of the Hai Muoi Tam 

Canal.  Sampans tied to the bamboo wharf bobbed in the wake pushed out from the boats. 

The tide continued to ebb and the canal narrowed, slowing progress. No local Vietnamese 

were seen on the river making the experienced boat Captains anxious and orders were 

shouted to be ready on the machineguns. 

Suddenly, the lead Alpha boat, (Brunton’s boat) was fired on first in an explosion of smoke 

and debris as machinegun fire and rockets ripped into her port side. Muzzle flashes 

appeared through the smoke rising on the riverbank and automatic weapons fire raked the 

boats on both port and starboard. All the boats in the column returned fire. Deadly B-40 

rockets struck the troop boats.   

It was an ambush set up by elements of a Viet Cong main force battalion. The troop boats 

were in the “kill zone.” This would become known as, “The ambush on the Hai Muoi Tam 

Canal.” 
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“The enemy conducted an ambush from heavily fortified positions in the dense vegetation on 

both banks. The ambushers poured an intense volume of recoilless rifle, automatic weapons 

and rocket propelled grenade fire into the lead units in an attempt to stall the column in the 

kill zone of the ambush in the narrow canal. Petty Officer Brunton quickly realized the 

imminent peril to his boats and their embarked troops, and calmly and skillfully pushed his 

boat up the canal in the face of a barrage of rocket fire delivered from 20 to 25 meters away. 

He continued to lead the column through the ambush until enemy rocket fire caused the 

deaths of Petty Officer Brunton and the 20mm gunner, and severely wounded the boat 

captain.” (From Citation: Bronze Star with Valor device, announced posthumously)  

Gunfire eased as the boats moved north and out of the kill zone. 

Then the firing stopped and there was a sudden silence. 

Helicopter Cobra gunships arrived overhead and the troops 

disembarked to pursue the enemy. The battle would last the 

entire day with the Army elements receiving sporadic fire lasting 

into the night. Dust-Off Hueys for the wounded and the Cobra 

gunships were fired upon continuously, with one Dust-Off 

helicopter being shot down. When it was over, the Americans had 

five killed and 82 wounded in the battle.  

The Gunner’s Mate who was killed with Petty Officer Stephen 

Brunton was PO3 Edward Robinson Darville III from Hialeah, 

Florida and he too was awarded the Bronze Star with Valor 

device posthumously. 

In 1976, Brunton Hall was dedicated in his honor at 

the U.S. Naval Training Station in San Diego, CA 

providing quarters for 500 Navy personnel. The 

local newspaper noted at the time, PO3 Stephen 

Brunton’s memory is “now enshrined in Navy annals 

and in raised large letters in the newly 

commissioned Brunton Hall.”  

   
Armor Troop Carrier (ATC) Operations 
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Overall, there were four thousand and nine hundred fourteen servicemen who died from 

artillery, rocket or mortar attacks in Vietnam. 

Stephen is resting in the Ukiah Cemetery, Ukiah, California. 
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G B JACKSON JR 
Ukiah

 
 

Private First Class George B. “Bobby” Jackson, Jr. was 

the fifteenth casualty.  He was a US Marine 

Mortarman with “A” Company, 1st Battalion, 1st 

Marine Regiment (1/1), (commonly known as 

“Alpha 1/1”). He arrived in Vietnam on June 20, 

1968 and Alpha 1/1 had already been through the 

street fighting, building to building fighting in the 

“Battle for Hue City” at the start of the Tet Offensive, 

as well as, the initial breaking up of the “Siege at Khe 

Sahn” in April 1968. During that operation the Army 

would sweep the roads and Alpha 1/1 Marines 

worked the hills on either side of the road. 

PFC Jackson arrived with Alpha 1/1 as they moved 

to Hill 861 in time for the 4th of July 

celebration. Previously, Hill 861 in 

the Khe Sahn vicinity was the scene 

of intense battles during 1967 and is 

referred to as the “hill fights” by Marines. The hills were named by their 

elevation in meters as they were designated on military maps. Alpha 1/1 

Marines were the last Marines to leave Hill 861 and Khe Sahn. 

PFC Jackson participated in search and destroy Operations “LANCASTER II” and “KENTUCKY 

IV” in Quang Tri Province during July 23 – August 26, 1968. 

By late August, the Communist “Third Offensive” had 

failed and this gave time for a regrouping of Marine 

forces to take place. In the first week of September 

Typhoon Bess brought offensive operations to a halt. 

Sixty-knot winds and 20 inches of rain grounded 

aircraft, as rivers swelled taking out bridges and the 

bunkers collapsed. Enemy tunnels were also 

impacted, flooding their caches of food and arms. 

Alpha 1/1 repositioned to the Que Son Valley, located along the border of Quang Nam and 

Quang Tin provinces on the southern part of South Vietnam’s I Corps Region. The area had a 

large population and was rice-rich. The valley was viewed as one of the keys to controlling 

South Vietnam’s five Northern provinces by the communists. By September, Alpha 1/1 was 

preparing for a major operation in “Dodge City” Area of Operations (AO), as it was called by 

Marines for its intense gun battles and free fire zones.  

 
Hill 861 
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September 17, 1968. On September 17, 

1968 a Fire Team Outpost near the hamlet of 

Phong Luc was hit by a barrage of B-40 

Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs), mortars 

and automatic weapons fire. Four men were 

killed and several were wounded. One of the 

casualties was PFC Jackson who was killed by 

fragmentation wounds from hostile rocket 

fire.  

 

His mother was living in Ukiah and on the same morning she was officially informed of her 

son’s death, the younger brother Loyd Jackson, 18, arrived in Vietnam.  

Bobby is resting in the Ukiah Cemetery, Ukiah, California. 

    

  

 
Mortar Team Setting Up 
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CLYDE E RAINS 

Covelo
 

 
Specialist Four Clyde Edward “Ed” Rains was the 

sixteenth casualty.  He was a US Army MOS 11C 

Indirect Fire Infantryman assigned to “A” Company, 

2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment “Golden 

Dragons,” 25th Infantry Division deployed in the Hau 

Nghia Province of South Vietnam. He arrived in 

Vietnam on August 29, 1968 and began performing 

the duties of Ammunition Bearer. 

The Second Battalion was engaged in fighting local 

force units and small Viet Cong/North Vietnamese 

Army reconnaissance, rocket artillery, and rear 

service units in the area. The 

Battalion’s objective was to establish 

contact with larger enemy units 

moving through the Ba Thu-My Hanh 

corridor and protect the Saigon area. During the period January 1, 1969 

through March 11, 1969 while SP4 Rains was there, the Battalion had thirty-

four significant enemy contacts. During the course of those operations 173 

booby traps were found and destroyed. One major battle took place on 

February 8, 1969 when “A” Company and “B” Company engaged elements of 

the 8th and 9th Battalions of the 88th North Vietnamese Army Regiment. The engagement 

lasted approximately 6 hours. Nine American soldiers were killed in action and seventy were 

wounded during this period. (Extracted from the “2nd Battalion Quarterly Report, dated 

March 15, 1969”) 

March 4, 1969. SP4 Clyde “Ed” Rains died 

from wounds received while on a combat 

operation when hit by fragments from a 

hostile booby trap. Posthumous promotion 

was made to Sergeant. 

Remembrance by Philip Dresser (friend): “In 

High School Ed and I played football together. 

He was strong and hard working. His family 

lived about an hour away from school in a 

small town called Dos Rios. His mother drove 

the small yellow school bus with about nine 

kids from Dos Rios into town to go to school.” 
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Remembrance by Jean Crabtree (mother): “Ed didn’t know his girlfriend was pregnant when he 

left, so he never knew he had a daughter. His daughter still goes to his gravesite at the Willits 

Cemetery and places flowers. She calls Ed, ‘her Dad.” Her name is Trina and she comes to visit 

me often and calls. She is married now with four children of her own. We love her and her 

family very much. She needs to be a part of this.” 

Ed Rains graduated from Round Valley High School in Covelo, class of 1967, where he was 

active in the Future Farmers of America. 

Ed is resting in the Willits Cemetery, Willits, California. 
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CLYDE A LUCAS 
Mendocino

 
 

Specialist Five Clyde Austin Lucas was the 

seventeenth casualty.  He was a US Army MOS 82B – 

Construction Surveyor assigned to Headquarters and 

Headquarters Company (HHC), 84th Engineer 

Battalion, 18th Engineer Brigade, 937th Engineer 

Group. He arrived in Vietnam on April 12, 1967 and 

served almost two years there. The units of the 18th 

Engineer Brigade constructed everything from 

depots for bulk storage, seaports, airfields to 

orphanages throughout central and northern 

Vietnam. After two years of construction, the Brigade 

finished the English Airfield in Qui Nhon with a 3,600 

foot runway on March 21, 1969. 

March 26, 1969. During combat operations 14 

Kilometers due West of Tuy Hoa and 81 Kilometers 

from Qui Nhon, SP5 Clyde Lucas was assisting in an emergency, 

carrying the wounded SP4 Robert Wells in a stretcher to a safe area for 

treatment, when stretcher-bearers denoted a land mine, killing all four 

soldiers. 

Booby Traps and mines accounted for approximately 4,813 total 

American deaths in Vietnam. 

Remembrance by Clifford (Cliff) Berg: “Clyde had a cot next to mine in our barracks at HHC 84th 

Engineer Battalion near Qui Nhon. You might say we were in the same squad although he was a 

surveyor and I was a construction soil analyst (dirt man). Most of the time was spent doing 

preliminary work on highway QL1 and the last month or so I was there we were on the same 

surveying team. We would leave base camp during the week and spend our days surveying and 

nights, when available, in Korean outposts south of Qui Nhon. There would be 4 or 5 of us out 

on this crew. Clyde Lucas was really a decent guy. He was the most generous fellow I have ever 

met, very trustworthy and always pulled his fair share.” 

 

Remembrance by Ron Gabbert (Friend): I grew up knowing Clyde or as he was commonly 

known ‘Poogie.’ He grew up raised by his father and sister in the picturesque town of 

Mendocino CA, a great place to live. I lived in town 12 miles north and knew Clyde through a 

cousin. Great guy, superb athlete.”  
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Remembrance by Ron Bushby: “Clyde was 

a great guy and a heck of an athlete, hard 

hitting football player. I remember one 

time he was playing for the High School 

baseball team (The Mighty Cards) and he 

rounded 3rd base headed for home, tripped 

head over heels and came out of it on his 

feet running and scoring at home...hard-

nosed. I’m sure he was the same way in 

Nam doing his duty. I think of him often. 

Rest in Peace Clyde, you were a good 

man.” 

The High School football scoreboard for the Mighty Cards in the town of Mendocino, 

California is dedicated to SP5 Clyde A. Lucas.   

Clyde is resting in Hillcrest Cemetery in Mendocino, California. 
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MICHAEL W GREEN 
Ukiah 

 

Lance Corporal Michael “Mike” Wayne Green was the 

eighteenth casualty.  He was a US Marine Corps 

Rifleman assigned to Third Battalion, 5th Marine 

Regiment (3/5) “K” Kilo Company in the Quang Nam 

Province, referred to by Marines as “Arizona 

Territory.” After completing training in Camp 

Pendleton, LCpl Michael Green arrived in Vietnam on 

January 2, 1969. 

LCpl Michael Green participated in 

combat operation “TAYLOR 

COMMON” during January 22 – March 

1969, and Operation “MUSKOGEE 

MEADOW” in April 1969 in Quang 

Nam Province.  

 

May 11, 1969. LCpl Michael Green was a Squad Leader in a Company-sized “Search and 

Clear Operation” near Thanh Don, five Kilometers North-Northeast of An Hoa Airfield when 

combat began. The vicious attack on May 11, 1969 is known as the “Mother’s Day Massacre.”  

“Both Kilo and Lima Companies of 3/5 were pinned downed by heavy gun fire from Viet 

Cong in a large open expanse of rice paddies. Our guys were getting killed with head shots 

every time they lifted their heads above the height of the paddy dykes.  Eight Marines, 

including LCpl Michael Green died from Kilo Company. Lima lost many more and had many 

more wounded. Lima was so badly depleted it was stood down for several weeks to 

replenish its ranks.”  “Over forty years later, the date of this event still resonates deeply with 

me. I have not had a Mother’s Day since then that is not overshadowed by the memory of 

that day.” (Above quotes by Marine Doctor Conor Macnessa) 

Overall, eighteen thousand and five hundred eighteen servicemen died from guns, small 

arms fire in Vietnam. 

Remembrance by John Usry: “I was with Mike on his last patrol. I helped carry him to the 

chopper. I remember our last conversation. God love you, 

Marine. Semper Fi.” 

Mike is resting in the Ukiah Cemetery, Ukiah, California.  
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LEWIS L SHORT 
Covelo 

 

Specialist Four Lewis Short was the nineteenth 

casualty.  He  was a MOS 72C – Central Office 

Switchboard Operator of the US Army Signal Corps 

Branch assigned to “E” Company, 43rd Signal 

Battalion, 21st Signal Group, First Signal Brigade in 

the Tuyen Duc Province of South Vietnam. The US 

Army communications mission was to build and 

operate military communications to support 

intelligence, logistics and combat operations. SP4 

Lewis Short arrived in Vietnam on March 3, 1969. 

At the time of the Vietnam War, the 

United States was the most 

technologically advanced country in 

the world. “Supersonic fighter 

planes streaking overhead at 

speeds of hundreds of miles per hour gave fire support to infantrymen 

hacking their way through the jungle at the pace of a few miles per day. Only 

communications could link the strategic and tactical fighter pilot and infantryman.” 

For the individual Signal Corp operators there was “insufficient opportunity in signal 

courses to set up entire signal centers – switchboards, teletype centers, radios, multichannel 

terminals, patch panels, and interconnecting cables, producing graduates with little 

understanding of their role in a cohesive communication system.” As one signal battalion 

commander in South Vietnam stated, “People seem to be trained in a vacuum…, they don’t 

seem to understand what happens to circuits after they leave their vans.” (From “Military 

Communications: A Test for Technology, The U.S. Army in Vietnam”, by John D. Bergen) In 

other words, insufficient training limited an operator’s appreciation for the importance of 

their function in accomplishing the overall communications mission. 

The duties of a typical switchboard operator were filled with tension. “Impatient 

subscribers, noisy circuits, and harried operators at the far end of circuits took their toll on 

switchboard operators. Even the most stable operators became emotionally fatigued, losing 

the tact and courtesy so essential to the job.” A typical switchboard at Brigade level was a 

round-the-clock operation and two operators sat side by side in metal chairs with headsets 

on in front of their respective switchboard constantly completing circuit connections.  
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The 43rd Signal Battalion’s primary activity in the later 

part of 1969 when Specialist Short was there consisted 

of supporting 4th infantry Division unit movement. 

Much later, on December 12, 1969, the Pleiku Tandem 

Switching Center was activated and upgraded. This new 

capability using Tandem switching gave units direct 

dialing service rather than depending upon the old-

fashioned manual switchboard, eliminating the need 

for a switchboard operator that SP4 Short was doing.  

August 7, 1969. According to the Army Adjutant 

General database (the TAGCEN), SP4 Lewis Short is 

listed as “Died of Illness/Disease.” He was “found deceased in his quarters after missing roll 

call,” according to a local newspaper. Specific details are not known. 

Lewis Short grew up in Round Valley Indian Reservation, the second largest reservation in 

California and one of the oldest, established on November 18, 1858.  

Remembrance by Phillip Dresser (Friend): “In High School we all knew him as ‘Hoody.’ We 

played sports together and had many good times. Hoody was fun-loving and never took himself 

too seriously. He had a great sense of humor and had a smile that the girls loved.” 

Lewis is resting in Round Valley Reservation Headquarters Cemetery, in Covelo, California. 
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JOHN F HOLLISTER 
Comptche

 
 

Specialist Five John Frederick Hollister was the 

twentieth  casualty  He was a US Army MOS 62M - 

Rough Terrain Forklift and Loader Operator with 

the Engineer Corps Branch assigned to “B” 

Company, Troop Command, Army Support 

Command, Saigon, 1st Logistics Command,  US Army 

Vietnam located in Bien Hoa Province. He arrived in 

Vietnam on July 19, 1969. 

During the period 1969-1970 

there was a gradual withdrawal of 

US Forces from combat operations 

and preparation of the South 

Vietnam military establishment to 

take over the defense of the country as US Forces 

prepared to depart from Vietnam.  

June 27, 1970. John was in a fork-lift accident, (officially listed as non-hostile, vehicle), just 

days before completing his one year tour of duty in Vietnam. Circumstances specific to the 

accident were “undetermined.” 

Overall, one thousand and one hundred eighty seven servicemen died from vehicle loss: 

crash, in Vietnam. 

Remembrance by George Hollister (Brother): “John 

Hollister attended Mendocino High School beginning in 

the fall of 1961 and graduated in the class of 1967. After 

one year of college at Sacramento State, he entered the 

Army while working for Newberry Electric Company in 

Tucson, Arizona after the summer of 1968. Thus, his 

hometown is officially listed as Tucson. Many friends 

were left in both Mendocino and Tucson. Those who 

knew him best were from Mendocino. He viewed military service as honorable, and himself as a 

good American. He did not readily give opinions on the merits of the Vietnam War, and was 

dedicated to his service. He made many friends in the Army. John was quiet, polite, honest, hard-

working, was more intellectual than athletic, easily embarrassed, but also quick tempered.” 

  

 
Forklift in Vietnam 
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Remembrance by Mike Nelsen (Friend):  “Best friends in Advanced Individual Training (AIT) at 

Fort Belvoir, Virginia. We arrived in Vietnam July 1969, separated that night, never to see each 

other again. Found out he had been killed when I ran into another AIT guy when processing 

back into the US. John, I lived the good life, got married, three kids, had everything you didn’t 

get a chance to have. I have thought about you often. Thank you.”   

John is resting in Hillcrest Cemetery, in Mendocino, California. 
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DONALD G ARMSTRONG 
Ukiah

 
 

The twenty-first casualty of the Vietnam War from 

Mendocino County was Sergeant First Class Donald 

Glenn Armstrong from Ukiah. 

Sergeant First Class Donald Armstrong was a Special 

Forces Green Beret Qualified US Army MOS 11F4S – 

Infantry Operations and Intelligence Specialist. He 

was assigned to Command and Control Central 

(CCC), Military Assistance Command Vietnam 

(MACV), 5th Special Forces Group, Studies and 

Observation Group (SOG). “The MACVSOG was a 

highly-classified, U.S. joint-service organization that 

consisted of personnel from Army Special Forces, 

the Air Force, Navy SEALs, Marine Corps Force 

Reconnaissance units, and the CIA. MACVSOG was 

without a doubt the most unique U.S. unit to 

participate in the Vietnam War, since its operational mandate authorized its missions to take 

place ‘over the fence’ in North Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, where most other American 

units were forbidden to go.” (From the book, “Black Ops, Vietnam: The Operational History of 

MACVSOG”, by Robert M. Gillespie)  

SFC Armstrong arrived in Command and Control Central on October 5, 

1969 and was on the S-2 staff as an Intelligence NCO. CCC was a field 

command established in 1968, located at Kontum, South Vietnam with a 

launch site at Dak To Airfield. To facilitate the collection of more accurate 

aerial intelligence, the unit conducted operations using hand held 35 mm 

photography equipment in a mission called Ford Drum over neutral, 

eastern Cambodia. The detailed photographs recorded detailed 

information missed by U-2 spy planes and satellites. The photography intelligence supported 

the mission planning of the secret Operation “MENU” campaign of bombings, which began on 

March 18, 1969.  American commanders labeled the bombing campaign phases as Breakfast, 

Lunch, Supper, Dinner, Snack and they concluded in May 1970.  The targets of these attacks 

were sanctuaries and Base Areas of the People’s Army of Vietnam (PAVN) and forces of the 

Viet Cong, which were being utilized for resupply, training, and resting from their attacks 

across the border into South Vietnam. 

April 2, 1970. SFC Donald Armstrong was an aerial photographer on a small fixed wing SOG 

aircraft flying a low-level, Ford Drum photo recon mission into Cambodia. The citation for 

the Distinguished Flying Cross (announced posthumously) reads: “Sergeant First Class 



 
Page 49 

Armstrong distinguished himself on 2 April 1970 while 

serving as a volunteer aerial photographer on a small 

observation aircraft deep in enemy controlled territory. 

Sergeant Armstrong was taking pictures of enemy 

positions from his small observation aircraft as it flew at 

a very low altitude. During the mission, Sergeant 

Armstrong and his comrade decided that photographs 

of enemy anti-aircraft sites would be particularly 

valuable to their mission. As Sergeant Armstrong’s 

plane flew low over the anti-aircraft site, it came under intense enemy ground fire. 

Nevertheless, Sergeant Armstrong exposed himself to enemy fire by leaning out of his 

aircraft to obtain the best possible photographs. The aircraft took several direct hits and as it 

attempted to climb above the hostile ground site, Sergeant Armstrong was mortally 

wounded.” The aircraft was shot-up by enemy 12.7 mm anti-aircraft machine gun bullets; 

however, it was still able to return to base.  

Not until July 1973 did the Department of Defense finally 

acknowledge to the American media that there were unreported 

secret missions into Laos and Cambodia where secretly 81 SOG 

warriors had been killed in action. SOG operations were always 

very high risk and dangerous.  Over the eight years of SOG in 

Vietnam, ten SOG personnel received the Medal of Honor, 

representing America’s bravest and best.  

Remembrance by Em (Granddaughter):  

Dear Grandpa, 

You never knew me or never got to see what an amazing father your 

son grew to be. Your daughter has raised three fully grown children. I 

wish I knew you. Thank you for your sacrifice. I love you.  Love, Em 

 

A graduate of South Fork High School, Class of 1953, his parents lived in Ukiah early in his 

military career.  At the time of death, Donald’s father lived in Oklahoma. His mother and wife 

were living in California. 

Donald is resting in Park View Cemetery, in Manteca, California.  
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JEFFREY S WESOLOWSKI 
Ukiah

 
 

The last casualty of the Vietnam War from 

Mendocino County was Specialist Four Jeffrey Scott 

Wesolowski from Ukiah. 

Specialist Four Jeffrey “Jeff” Wesolowski was a US 

Army Aviation Branch MOS 67N-UH-1 Helicopter 

Repairer assigned to the 192nd Assault Helicopter 

Company, 10th Aviation Battalion, 1st Aviation 

Brigade located in Ninh Thuan Province. SP4 Jeffrey 

Wesolowski attended UH1 Helicopter Repair 

Training at Fort Eustis, Virginia in June 1970 and 

afterwards arrived in Vietnam on October 10, 1970. 

During the early part of 1971 while 

Specialist Wesolowski was 

assigned there, the 192nd Assault 

Helicopter Company flew two types of support missions; Huey “Slicks” for 

passengers and Huey helicopter Gunships for assault missions. They 

operated in the lower half of Military Area II, supporting the 23rd ARVN 

Division, the 9th Republic Of Korea Division, American Forces and MACV 

Teams.  

During this period, the American strategy of “Vietnamization” was well underway; 

essentially relying on the South Vietnamese Army to defend their country without American 

ground troops, while US Forces could expedite a withdrawal. The Battle of Ban Dong was a 

major battle that took place in Laos to cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail. The North and South 

Vietnamese Armies 

fought from 

February 8 to 

March 20, 1971. 

Without US ground 

forces directly 

engaged in fighting 

this major battle 

the South received a high percentage of casualties. This caused high-level leaders in South 

Vietnam to doubt if Vietnamization could succeed, and the realization by high-level US 

leaders that without committed US Air Power, it would not. 

  
Troop Carrier Huey “Slicks” and a Huey Gunship “Tiger Shark” 
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June 19, 1971. Jeffrey Wesolowski died outright from accidental self-destruction in the 

location of eight kilometers south/southeast of Phan Rang City. The casualty category is 

officially listed as accident, and the circumstances are unknown.  

Overall, eight Hundred and forty two soldiers died in Vietnam from 

accidental self-destruction, (to kill oneself by accident). 

His official decorations and awards include the Army Commendation 

Medal and the Republic of Vietnam (RVN) Gallantry Cross with Palm. 

Remembrance Phyllis Berglof (Sister): “Jeff was nine years older than I, 

he was my hero. He took me to drive-in movies, taught me how to ride 

my bike, and kept me out of trouble. There were six kids in all and Jeff 

was the only one to go to Vietnam. If only he would have been born a 

different year. I think of my brother often and all that he is missing-out 

on: his nieces and nephews, brothers and sisters. Mom and Dad are 

gone too and I know they are together.” 

Jeffrey is resting in the Ukiah Cemetery, in Ukiah, California. 
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Endnotes 

April 30, 1975. “The very last American soldiers and eleven Marines bearing the Embassy 

flag, departed at 7:53 AM.” Eight years of large-scale military combat involvement and many 

more years of limited military support finally ended.  “At 11:00 AM a North Vietnamese tank 

crashed through the half-open gates of Saigon’s presidential palace signifying the final fall of 

the city in total surrender.” (The Ten Thousand Day War by Michael Maclear) 

For the veterans who served there, the war was not over. They would continue to live with it. 

For the family and friends of the fallen, the war will never be forgotten. 

November 13, 1982. The Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial in Washington D.C. was established to 

honor: 

a) U.S. service members of the U.S. armed forces who fought in the Vietnam War, 

b) Service members who died in service in Vietnam/South East Asia, and  

c) Those service members who were unaccounted for (Missing in Action) during 

the war. 

November 11, 2015. The Mendocino County Fallen Vietnam War Veterans Memorial located 

next to the Mendocino County Museum serves the same purpose as the national memorial. 

For all veterans, families, friends and the community, the memorial honors the sacrifice 

made by our service members and promotes healing for everyone affected by the war. 

Forevermore, they are Our Gallant Men. They are our gone but not forgotten Mendocino County 

Fallen Veterans of the Vietnam War.  Each individual has a unique story, and at the same time, 

their stories are like the many thousands of other fallen Vietnam War veterans whose names 

are with them on the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington D.C. From all of us, a collective 

salute to all of you, rest in peace. 

 

TAPS 
 

Day is done, 

Gone the sun, 

From the lake, 

From the hill, 

From the sky. 

All is well, 

Safely rest, 

God is nigh. 


